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benefit of lower prices. After the Revolution, Parliament
endeavoured to strike at the root of the evil by making price
agreements illegal. It enacted (1710) that all contracts or
agreements made between " coalowners, lightermen, fitters,
masters or owners of ships or vessels, crimps, coal-factors,
or other person or persons whatsoever concerned in the coal
trade, for engrossing coals or for restraining or hindering any
person or persons whomsoever from freely selling, buying,
loading or unloading, navigating or disposing of coals in such
manner as they lawfully may, shall be and are hereby declared
to be illegal, null and void " x.
The problem of price control continued to perplex the Price con-
eighteenth century as it had done the seventeenth, A parlia-
mentary committee investigated the subject of combinations
in the coal trade in 1730, and an Act was passed to destroy
the monopoly of the lightermen 2. Some years later the con-
troversy once more revived, and its details throw light upon
the situation as it existed about the middle of the eighteenth
century* In 1738 the London authorities had been again
empowered by Statute to ' set the price ' upon coal for one
year 3 ; but their efforts proved unavailing, and many of the
industries which were consumers of coal laid their grievance
before Parliament4. When the Spanish War broke out coal
approached 8os. the chaldron 5, and the justices of the peace
for Westminster presented a report (1740) to the legislature
in which they gave an illuminating account of the difficulties
of attempting to control prices. They pointed out that the
Act of 1665 gave authority to regulate prices to justices of
the peace for counties alone 6; and in any case " they could
not, as that law now stands, enforce it for the reasons follow-
ing. For that the Statute gives no power to the justices to
oblige any retailer of coals to appear before them, nor to
examine him on oath, or to produce his books or accounts, or
to compel his servant or other person to give evidence on
oath, whereby it might appear what price he paid for his
1 Statutes* ix. 497.
* Supra, p. 139.                                * Statutes at Large, vi. 62.
4  House of Commons Journals, xxiii. 263 (1739).
5  Hisf. MSS. Comrn. Buckinghamshire, 254.
6  Also to the authorities of the city of London: supra, p. 146*